Dumas

14W

Dumichen

to make his philosophy of much account.
Among his plays are La Princesse Georges
(1871); Denise (1885); Frandllon (1887).
See Claretic's Alexandre Dumas, Fih (1883);
P. Bourget's Essais de Psychologic Contem-
poraine (1886); DounnVs Portraits d'Ecri-
vains: A. Dumas, Fils (1897) ; and Matt-
hews's French Dramatists (1901).

Dumas, Jean Baptlste Andre (1800-84),
French chemist and senator, born at Alais
(dep. Card). He acquired a wide reputation
by his researches on isomerism, the law of
substitutions, the atomic weights of elements,
and other chemical problems. Among his
numerous works are Traite de Chimie Ap-
pliquee aux Arts (1828-46), and Legons sur
la Philosophic Chimique (1837). To,Dumas
France is indebted for the organization of an
excellent system of instruction in agriculture,
and the institution of a European sanitary
congress.

Du Maurier, George Louis Palraeila
Busson (1834-96), English artist in black
and white and novelist. He illustrated Thack-
eray's Esmond (1868) and Ballads (1878),
Jerrold's Story of a Feather, and other
works. In 1892 he published his first novel,
Peter Ibbetson, partly based on early recol-
lections, in Harper's Magazine; and in Janu-
ary, 1894, hi the same magazine, appeared
the first chapter of Trilby, which achieved a
marvelous success. Du Maurier is remem-
bered for his pictorial satires of English social
life which appeared in Punch,

Dumbarton, co. tn., seapt., Scotland,
16 m. n.w. of Glasgow. Dumbarton Castle,
a fortress at least a thousand years old, and
one of the four still maintained at the public
expense, according to the terms of the union
of 1707, is situated on an isolated, double
peaked basaltic rock rising 200 ft, above the
river. The shipbuilding yards are among the
most important on the Clyde; p. 21,989.

Dumbarton Oaks Conference. See
UNITED STATES, UNITED NATIONS CONFER-
ENCES.

Dumbartonshire, co Jn the w.of Scotland,
bounded on the s. by the Clyde, and e. by
Stirling and Loch Lomond. In scenery it is
unequalled in Scotland, owing to its numerous
lochs, glens, and heights. The largest lakes
are Loch Lomond, 'the queen of Scottish
lakes' (24 by 5 m.}, with thirty islets, Loch
Long and the Gare Loch forming the penin-
sula of Roseneath, where the Duke of Argyll
has a seat. Amongst the chief industries are
Turkey-red dyeing, calco-printin^, chemical
manufactures, coal-mining, and shipbuilding.

There are salmon and herring fisheries
Bruce died at Car dross. The shire has also
associations with Rob Roy, Smollett, and
Henry Bell; p. 139,831.
Dumb-bells, iron weights consisting of a
handle with an oblate sphere at both ends.
One is grasped in each hand, and swung for
exercise. In modern figurative speech, a dull
witted person.
Dumb Cane (Dieffenbachia seguine}, a W.
Indian plant about six ft. in height, cultivated
in Britain as a stove plant. In its native land
those who chew this plant occasionally be-
come dumb in consequence.
Dumbness, or the absence of articulate
speech, may be temporary or permanent, and
may be congenital or acquired. If congenital,
it is generally the result of deafness, which
prevents the acquisition of speech by imita-
tion. A child who has learned to speak may
become dumb if he loses hearing as late as his
fourth, fifth, or even sixth year. Dumb child-
ren who suffer from partial or complete deaf-
ness are taught to communicate by the signs
known as the 'deaf and dumb alphabet,* or
may learn to speak by the so-called 'lip-
reading.' (See DEAFNESS.) Dumbness in adults
may follow upon apoplexy, or from the
pressure of a tumor on the brain, preventing
thought or speech, or cutting off communica-
tion between brain and tongue, though both
may be uninjured. Dumbness is also caused
in some cases by hysteria. Aphasia is a neu-
rotic disorder of or impediment to speech.
Dum-Dura, or Dam-Dama, tn., Paraganas
dist., Bengal, India. It is a military station,
and has a factory for the manufacture of
small-arms ammunition, whence the name of
the *dum-dum bullet'; p. 20,820.
Dumfries, river port, and cap. of Dum-
friesshire, Scotland. Robert Burns was buried
in St. Michael's Churchyard, and a mausoleum
was erected to his memory in 1815. A fine
marble statue of the poet was unveiled in
1882. In Grey friars* Church John Comyn
was stabbed by Robert the Bruce in 1306;
p. 16,062.
Dumfriesshire, border co. in the s. of
Scotland. The surface on the whole is bare
and undulating. In the n. and n.e. it is
mountainous. Near Lochmaben is Castle
Loch, and on the n. frontier is dark Loch
Skene, the source of the romantic 'Grey
Mare's Tail'; p.7S,37o.
Dumichen, Johannes (1833-94), German
Egyptologist, born near Glogau in Silesia.
He wrote numerous works on Egyptian his-
tory and archaeology, one of the best known